
January 10, 2012 

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Toyama, 

Happy New Year! I hope you are well.   

My name is Kikuko Iwabuchim, mother of Amane Iwabuchi , a grade school trumpet 
player of the Kesennuma Swing Dolphins.  Thank you very much for everything you did 
for the Swing Dolphin members including my daughter. 

My home, two shops of ours and my parents’ home were all damaged by the March 11 
disaster.  Day after day, we were desperate and wondering about our future because 
cleaning of debris seemed never-ending.  We were grateful to food and clothing and 
other assistance from across Japan and felt we must be strong because we were alive.  
Looking back at the time, the gift of musical instruments came in the midst of 
confusion was a dream come true, a big surprise for us.  And the Swing Dolphins 
started playing music even before their schools resumed.  Smiling faces of the 
members with instruments lightened up our hearts, and we realized “we had terrible 
disaster but a happy thing can happen!!”  The Dolphin members were not able to 
practice much, the preparation did not go well, and everyone was worried about the 
Jozenji Jazz Festival …but in front of a big audience the Swing Dolphin members played 
as much as they can and their play gave us power.  Their performance encouraged us 
and reassured us that Kesennuma would rise again. 

At the beginning of this year, I’d like to say thank you, Mr. and Mrs. Toyama again.  Our 
family is able to start a new year happily, thanks to your activities and support with 
musical instruments.  I am pleased to say that we were able to go forward positively 
each day step by step, because of your assistance. 

In Kesennuma, Sendai, Yokohama and at IKSPIARI, we greatly appreciate your helping 
musical hands to the Dolphins’ performances.  My daughter always looks forward what 
improvisations Mr. Toyama will show and she adores your play. 

My daughter, since her later days in her 4th grade, has wished to be a trumpeter at the 
Disneyland.  She became increasingly fond of playing the trumpet during the past year.   
Looking back to the last year, we, my daughter and myself, feel so grateful to your 
support that I should write to you to let you know our feeling. 

I am sending you a bit of Kesennuma sweets that I hope you like. 

I wish you all a happy year. 

Sincerely, 

Kikuko Iwabuchi 



Dear Mr. and Mrs. Toyama, 

Thank you very much for your big support last year.  I was very happy that I had many 
chances to play Jazz with you.   

Mr. Toyama’s play with lots of improvisation was cool and I always wish I could blow 
my horn with improvisation like Toyama-san and I respect Toyama-san. 

Keiko-san has been always cheerful and gentle to us, and I am looking forward to 
seeing her. 

I continue to practice a lot to be able to play the trumpet better. 

Please take care of yourselves and keep playing wonderful music to all. 

 

Sincerely, 

Amane  Iwabuchi 

Trumpet player and the youngest member of the Swing Dolphins 

P.S.  I hope you remember me.  
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